
NMSU Carlsbad Art Show Will Display Paintings, Welding Sculptures 
 

By Jessica Johnston 
 

  As the semester winds down with final exams, NMSU Carlsbad students are gearing 
up to put their best work on display at the campus bookstore next Monday, May 13th 
at 4:30 p.m. The art show will be open to the public, and students and instructors 
are looking to draw a crowd. 
 
  “I just hope the community enjoys it, since we’ve put a lot of work into our art this 
semester,” Burgundy Tipton, an art student, said.  
 
  Tipton will be one of three art students who will display her work. The main piece 
she selected is titled “Fire in Your New Shoes,” which was inspired by a song she 
heard on Pandora internet radio by an American DJ called Kaskade.  
 
  “I was just walking around the university, listening to music and attempting to find 
some kind of inspiration,” she said. “The song came on, so I took off one of my shoes 
and began to draw. It took about six to eight hours to complete.” 
 
  Sam Christensen, a professor of digital media, had Tipton in his art class this 
semester and has been pleased with the amount of imagination that has emerged 
from their projects. 
 
  “Because this was my first semester to teach drawing, I don’t have a reference that 
I can use to judge this semester’s students against,” he said. “However, I was very 
impressed with the quality of work that the students submitted to this year’s art 
show. We had a very talented group of students in Art 150 and 151.” 
 
  In addition to NMSU Carlsbad’s more traditional art students, the welding students 
have also submitted sculptures to display at the art show. Phil Spencer’s Special 
Topics: Artweld class generated a number of creative minds in the Manufacturing 
Sector Development Program. Austin Washburn, Frankie Jackson, Fred Stevens, and 
Casey Demko are four of Spencer’s students who have a whole collection to show off 
on Monday. 
 
  “I like the functionality of welding as an art form,” said Demko, who took 2nd place 
at last November’s ARTWELD 2012 Competition. “I’ve been doing that with a chair 
I’m making, and another student has made a bench out of horseshoes.” 
 
  A ladybug made of spoons, a glow-in-the-dark praying mantis, a peacock, a 
chupacabra, and a couple of horseshoe candlesticks are just some of the sculptures 
that will stand out at the bookstore.   
 
  “It’s fun,” Stevens said. “Class is over, but we’re still messing around with our 
sculptures.” 



 
  “I like that it challenges my creativity,” Jackson added. “Otherwise, I wouldn’t have 
known I was that creative.” 
 
 Spencer and Christensen hope that the bookstore display will draw attention to the 
active arts programs at NMSU Carlsbad and give students a platform to be proud of 
their artwork. 
 
  “New Mexico State University at Carlsbad has an amazing group of very talented 
students,” Christensen said. “I hope that the community will see the quality of work 
we have locally.” 


