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  When Casey Gutierrez began studying criminal justice at New Mexico State University 

in Las Cruces in 2010, she realized that the larger campus, with its student population of 

more than 23,000, was not the best fit for her. 

 

  “I didn’t like Las Cruces campus,” she said. “One of the biggest challenges was actually 

finding a good advisor and getting help on what courses I needed to take and when I 

should be taking them. But being back in Carlsbad has been a really good experience. I 

haven’t had any problems here.” 

 

  At the end of last year, Gutierrez, a 2010 CHS graduate, decided to transfer back to 

NMSU Carlsbad to take some courses before moving on to University of New Mexico in 

Albuquerque. The transition has been a positive one, she says, because she’s been able to 

think more about her new degree track in business. 

 

  “I decided that business was practical out of everything, and I didn’t like the criminal 

justice route anymore,” she said. “I’m taking a few classes I need to finish my business 

pre-requisites. I’m taking accounting and calculus, and then I’m taking intro courses to 

finance, marketing, and management to see which area I like.” 

 

  Since being back, Gutierrez has been able to apply some of her business knowledge 

while working at the NMSU Carlsbad Library and occasionally at a chiropractor’s office 

doing secretarial work. 

 

  “I’ve actually learned a lot, and I’ve taken quite a few classes in different business 

areas,” she mentioned. “It’s nice that what I’ve learned comes in handy at work.” 

 

  Though Gutierrez will be moving on to a larger campus in the fall, the accommodations 

and help she’s received during her transition at NMSU Carlsbad has helped her to make 

sure she’s on track to eventually receive her bachelor’s degree. 

 

  “I like that you have more opportunities to talk with the instructors,” she said. “It’s a 

little bit more personalized than on a campus with so many students who don’t know 

what class you’re in. They have so many other classes that a lot of times they take weeks 

to get back to you. With here, it’s more immediate.” 

 

  Gutierrez says that she enjoys finance for its practicality and that she’s learned much 

from her finance instructor, Jon Strahan. Strahan, who has had Guitierrez in both online 

and face-to-face classes, has seen her success firsthand in the way she finishes her 

assignments on time and in the correct format. 

 



  “Casey is an excellent student and I love having her in my classes,” he said. “I would 

recommend her to anyone as a person of integrity and dependability, however for the 

next few years she spends pursuing her education.” 

 

  Now that Gutierrez has had experiences being on both large and small campuses, she 

has this advice to expend to NMSU Carlsbad students: “Don’t be afraid to ask for help 

because the people here are very friendly and forthcoming with information if you need 

it. They don’t hesitate to help you or find someone who can help you.” 

 


