
College for Kids/Teens – Session III 

Introduction to Film Studies 
 

Film Project Guidelines 
 

In this course, everyone will be working in small groups to create an original film idea using the 
concepts we have talked about in class. During non-screening days, you will have time to work 
in your groups and develop a film project that will be presented in class on our final Friday 
(8/2). Each presentation will be approximately 10 minutes (with 5 minutes for discussion and 
feedback) and should include visuals. These projects are meant to be a fun way to create your 
own stories and imagine what they might look like on the big screen. 
 
How should our presentation be structured? 
You are welcome to structure your presentation in any way you like, but some of you may find 
it helpful to organize it in a PowerPoint or Prezi. Any way you put it together, your presentation 
should include these core elements: 
 
- Narrative Structure (3-act structure, characters, genre, outside/action story, inside/emotional 
story) 
- Photography (stills from other films that fit yours, or photos taken by your group) 
- Mise-en-Scène (costumes, setting, props, etc. ) 
- Ideology (themes and issues your film explores) 
 

 
Film Project Schedule 

 
Monday, July 22 
To Do: 

- Form your film project group. 
- Discuss what genre your group wants to work in (ex. action, comedy, drama, sci-

fi/fantasy, etc.)  
- Outline a narrative that follows the 3-act structure and includes: catalyst/inciting 

incident, big event, pinch, crisis, showdown, and realization/resolution. There should 
also be an outside/action story and an inside/emotional story.  

- Use the CHARACTER CHART handouts to begin creating your cast of characters. 
 
Wednesday, July 24 
To Do: 

- Continue working on the narrative and characters for your film. 
 

 
 
 



Friday, July 26 
To Do: 

- Either 1) find photo stills from films similar to yours or 2) take your own photos. No 
matter how you attain the stills, they should represent some of the following: extreme 
long shot/establishing shot, long shot, medium shot, close-up, extreme close-up, bird’s 
eye view, high angle, low angle, high key lighting, low key lighting, high contrast, natural 
lighting. 

- Organize film stills in PowerPoint or Prezi. 
- Cast actors for your characters: decide which real-life actors will be in your film and 

what their costuming/appearance will be. 
- Determine the setting: include pictures or photos of what the major settings in your film 

will look like. 
- Include important props: find objects/props that are vital to your film. 

 
Tuesday, July 30 
To Do: 

- Decide on the ideology your film will explore. 
- Revise film narrative outline to reflect this ideology. 
- Create a film poster that represents this ideology. 

 
Thursday, August 1 
To Do: 

- Decide the film director for your movie. 
- Determine a film schedule (how long will shooting last?) and a rough estimate of your 

budget. Include all of these details in your presentation. 
- Work on other details from the last few days that are not complete. 

 
Friday, August 2 
To Do: 

- Fine-tune your presentation and get ready to pitch to the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


