
NMSU Carlsbad Students Take Gold at SkillsUSA Competition 

 

By Jessica Johnston 

 

  Blueprint reading just got more intense. On April 4th and 5th, NMSU Carlsbad students 

competed in the 2013 SkillsUSA Leadership & Skills Conference in Albuquerque and 

took home five gold medals. The building trades team winners were Charlie Davis, 

Theresa Garcia, Tyler Lotz, and Jason Smythe. Automotive technology gold medal went 

to Ivan Lunsford.  

 

  The teamworks building competition was held at Lowes on Paseo del Norte, while the 

auto technology competition (along with carpentry, welding, diesel, plumbing, and 

masonry) occurred at CNM Technical College. Each student had to dress in appropriate 

work attire and uphold a professional attitude. They were also graded on their abilities to 

read and comprehend blueprints and give verbal instructions to their team under a given 

time frame to build or repair their product. 

 

  This year, the building teams were tasked with devising a mock up of typical 

construction wall building, roof framing, and brick laying, with the addition of electrical, 

communications wiring, and plumbing.  

 

  “Dress attire and professionalism was a proven accomplishment of our students at 

SkillsUSA this year and they deserve great accolades for this,” Dennis Williams, building 

trades instructor, said 

 

  “For the teamworks team, I believe the most rewarding part of the event was completing 

early and beating a team that had won this skilled event for the last six years,” Jason 

Quintana, automotive technology instructor, said. 

 

  In the automotive arena, Ivan Lunsford entered two competitions, job interview and auto 

technology, of which the latter he earned a gold medal.  

 

  “For Ivan, I believe he takes pride in representing our region of the state,” Quintana 

stated. “He spoke about reaching out to some of our younger auto competitors and 

helping them compete in future events.” 

   

  SkillsUSA, which is a partnership of students, teachers, and industry workers ensuring 

that America has a skilled workforce while helping students to excel, has been an 

important aspect of the Manufacturing Sector Development Program at NMSU Carlsbad. 

MSDP Director Christopher Jones credits his instructors, like Williams and Quintana, for 

molding their students into promising skilled workers. 

 

  “We are very proud of the team building trades students and Ivan Lunsford for taking 

the gold medals,” Jones said. “Really, this speaks to the dedication, leadership, 

teambuilding, and professionalism that are inherent in Dennis Williams and Jason 

Quintana. These students represent what is good in Carlsbad, New Mexico.” 


