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  Pursuing higher education is often worth more than receiving a piece of paper with your 

degree. For Justina Osburn, a college education means supporting her son and exploring 

old and new passions at NMSU Carlsbad. Since enrolling in January 2013, Osburn, 20, 

noted that the road leading to college wasn’t always easy. 

 

  “My sister is in her last year of the nursing program at NMSU Carlsbad, and ever since 

she came here, she was telling me to come too. I would always push it off, but now that I 

have my son, I was like, okay I need to come for sure.” 

 

  After her son’s illness postponed Osburn’s enrollment by a year, she was finally glad to 

begin college since graduating from Artesia High School in 2010. Though she has not 

declared a degree track yet, Osburn’s interests lie in photography and her newfound love: 

early childhood education. 

 

  “Ever since I was young, I was always wanting to take pictures,” Osburn said. “I was 

always borrowing my mom’s phone to take photos. Then recently, the whole thing with 

Sandy Hook and the elementary school teachers just inspired me so much to become a 

teacher. And I love kids, I have one of my own, so I think I might do that.” 

 

  For now, Osburn has been enjoying her English class with Patricia Zane Biebelle and 

College 101 course with April Brown. While Biebelle had Osburn in class, she’s been 

very impressed with her commitment and drive to do well, in addition to her other 

responsibilities outside the classroom. 

 

  “Justina is a dedicated student who comes to class every day prepared,” Biebelle stated. 

“I know she commutes, but she is always ready to learn about writing at 8 a.m. She’s a 

valuable contributor in my class, and I’m glad to have her.” 

 

  While she’s surprised her course load hasn’t been as heavy as she had imagined, Osburn 

has also met other challenges: leaving her son behind in Artesia as she drives to Carlsbad 

for class. The difficulties of her commute, though, are worth it when Osburn thinks about 

how she’s supporting her son and pursuing her goals to further her education. 

 

  “The most rewarding part for me is everybody telling me they’re so proud of me. It’s 

like a breath of fresh air for people to say, ‘I’m so proud of you.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   


