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  Working towards a college degree can sometimes take longer than expected. For NMSU 

Carlsbad student Tamara Flores, that dream has been in the making since high school.  

 

  “I started going [to NMSU Carlsbad] when I was a senior in high school. But I got 

pregnant with my daughter, and then got hyperemesis, which is a very severe form of 

morning sickness that can hospitalize you,” Flores, 25, said. “So I had to stop taking 

classes, and then I started coming back in 2010.” 

 

  Flores had originally attended NMSU Carlsbad for education, but after working as a 

substitute teacher for a while, she realized it wasn’t for her. Not wanting to throw out all 

of the progress she made towards her education degree, she decided to keep it and add an 

Associate of Pre-Business degree to her college plans. 

 

“I love math. This way, if I have my degree in education and I have a bachelor’s or 

master’s in business administration, I can still teach eventually,” Flores stated. “But right 

now, I’m just focusing on getting my two associates, and then maybe later on, I’ll come 

back and get my bachelor’s.” 

 

  Since enrolling three years ago, Flores plans to graduate by the end of Spring 2013 and 

credits taking online courses in helping her receive her degrees while she raises her 

daughter. Out of the thirty-seven classes she’s taken, thirty-five have been online. 

 

  “It’s easy for me to be home and be available for my kids and do it on my own time,” 

Flores said. “Teachers are really strict about due dates. But if you’re self disciplined then 

it’s not a problem.” 

 

  One of Flores’ economics instructors, Cliff Stroud, believes that it has been the way she 

balances responsibility and academic work that has allowed her to excel in college and 

become a role model for other university students. 

 

  “Tamara is an outstanding, hard-working, and dedicated student,” Stroud said. “It has 

been a privilege and a pleasure to instruct her as she devotes the time and effort necessary 

to learn.” 

 

  If it weren’t for NMSU Carlsbad’s convenient location and affordable tuition, Flores 

said, getting her degrees would’ve been more difficult. While her daughter has always 

been a priority in her life, finally receiving a college education seven years after 

graduating from Carlsbad High School has been one of her greatest accomplishments. 

 

“My family didn’t think I was going to end up going to college after I got pregnant with 

my daughter. They’re really proud that I’ve come so far,” Flores mentioned. “I’m a big 

advocate of NMSU Carlsbad. I recommend it all the time. I’m always trying to get my 



friends and family to do it. It’s a time commitment, but it’s not as hard as people think it 

is.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 


