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  NMSU Carlsbad often acts as the jumping off point for students to build the 

groundwork of their college education before moving on to chase other opportunities. In 

Chance Brunton’s day planner, the future is cybernetics. 

 

  “I want to build artificially intelligent androids, and so engineering is only a stepping 

stone to that,” Brunton said. “I’ll need plenty of physics and chemistry and mathematics. 

I plan to have degrees in all of them before my education is done.” 

 

  Currently pursuing an Associate of Science in Engineering, Brunton, 16, started 

considering his dream job when he was a homeschooled student. Later, he got his GED 

and started attending classes at NMSU Carlsbad. While he’s learned to be self-disciplined 

and ambitious learning from home, he notes that since enrolling last Fall semester, 

college hasn’t always been the easiest. 

 

  “Staying organized is the hard part, especially in the first semester,” Brunton said. “I 

kept getting to the last five minutes of a deadline because I had forgotten to do an 

assignment. The hardest thing is just keeping track of everything, keeping things in order, 

not losing papers, and not forgetting assignment deadlines.” 

 

  Brunton projects finishing his degree in two more semesters, and is already setting his 

sights on completing his education with a Ph.d, possibly at MIT. Dr. Kevin Warwick, a 

Professor of Cybernetics at University of Reading in England, has been a particular 

inspiration to Brunton. 

 

  “Dr. Warwick works on artificial intelligence and robotics. He spends most of his time 

building robots and working on sensor systems and trying to make chips that he plants 

into his own nervous system,” Brunton said. “That’s kind of where I’d like to be, at the 

head of a team or department just building these projects as they occur to me.” 

 

  Dr. Robyn Hayes, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, and Dr. Thresa Stallings, Assistant 

Professor of English, both commended Chance for his willingness to learn and the 

progress he’s made since coming into the college setting as a homeschooled student. 

 

  “I appreciate that Chance loves to learn for the sake of learning, not just to get the 

grade,” Dr. Hayes stated. “Initially he struggled with the cooperation needed to 

accomplish a laboratory activity with a lab partner. Now he is fully engaged with, not just 

the laboratory activity, but with the other students as well.” 

 

  "Chance represents that combination of intelligence, talent, enthusiasm, and ambition 

that results in setting high standards not only for himself as a student but ultimately in 

challenging his instructors to do the same,” Dr. Stallings commented. “He reminds us that 

teaching and learning are often reciprocal functions, and we are better teachers for it.” 



 

  Something that Chance has been proud of during his time at NMSU Carlsbad has been 

his ability to build his academic record and show off his achievements. Last semester, he 

participated in the Manufacturing Sector Development Program’s First Annual ArtWeld 

Competition, creating a sculpture of a DNA replica that can be seen at the NMSU 

Carlsbad Library.  

 

  “I’ve taught myself lots of things, I’ve learned lots of things, but I’ve never had 

anything real to show for it,” Brunton said. “It’s nice to start building up a record to have 

a GPA every semester. It’s only a limited number of semesters before I have a degree 

that’s a permanent mark on my record that says ‘I accomplished something.’” 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 


