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  While a decision has yet to be made on whether or not the federal REAL ID Act will affect 

New Mexicans at the airport, people who might be flying in the near future are encouraged to 

apply for a passport.  

 

  According to the realidact.net, the REAL ID Act was enacted by Congress in 2005, which 

modified US federal law regarding security, authentication, and insurance procedure standards 

concerning driver’s licenses as ID cards. New Mexico has been identified as one of the states 

that has not met minimum security standards, primarily because New Mexico does not require 

proof of American citizenship to obtain a driver’s license. No one has clarified if New Mexicans 

must have a passport to fly by the Jan. 15, 2013 date when the law goes into effect. However, 

Governor Martinez and other state officials are advising New Mexicans who travel frequently to 

err on the side of caution and apply for one. 

 

  Carlsbad has three locations where residents can apply for a passport: the US Post Office on 

301 N. Canyon St. and 3010 National Parks Hwy, and the Malaga Post Office on 1623 Pecos 

Hwy. People can either pick up an application at the post office or download one from 

travel.state.gov. Applicants must bring their birth certificate, driver’s license, and $135 in cash, 

check, or debit; child passports cost $105. Passport photos can be taken at the post office, or at 

Wal-Mart or Walgreens. A $25 execution fee is also required, and applications are expected to 

take 4-6 weeks to process, depending if all submitted documents are accurate. 

 

  No appointment is needed, but expect to see an influx of passport applications between now and 

January. For contact information, see below. 

 

US Post Office 

Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9-3 PM 

301 N. Canyon Location (885-5717) 

3010 National Parks Hwy Location (887-6686) 

 

Malaga Post Office 

Monday-Friday, 8-11 AM and 1-2 PM 

Saturdays, 7-11 AM 

1623 Pecos Hwy 

(745-2952) 

 

   


