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  Since Hollywood hit New Mexico a few years ago, digital media programs have been 

springing up at universities and community colleges across the state. These programs 

have become a popular drive for students like Rivers Chadwick, who is pursuing his 

Associate of Applied Science Degree in Digital Media Technology at NMSU Carlsbad.  

 

  “Camera work is what interests me most,” Chadwick said. “That’s what I want to do – 

be a director of photography if at all possible.” 

 

  Since graduating from Carlsbad High School in 2011, Chadwick has gone from novice 

media student to promising filmmaker who takes on any filming opportunities that come 

his way. 

 

 “High school for me was just messing around. There wasn’t really a point,” he said. 

“Now that I’m in college, I’m really focused on what I’m doing.” 

 

  Chadwick’s filmic roots date back to the telecommunication classes he took in high 

school. While telecom had him learning the entire filmmaking process, including 

production and post-production, he likes the fact that college classes are dedicated to 

specific areas of film and offer more student-teacher discussion. 

 

  “When it comes to art, I want to stick with cameras,” he said. “The lecture setting in 

college also isn’t as strict as it is in high school. There’s a lot of give and take with 

instructors, which makes it interesting for me. Teachers more often encourage you to ask 

questions. It’s more including. You’re not being talked to, you’re being talked with.” 

 

  Digital Media instructor Samuel Christensen has had Chadwick in a few of his classes 

and has helped him hone his skillset over the last few years. 

 

  “I have always found Rivers to be a hardworking and conscientious student,” 

Christensen said. “He is a creative thinker and a problem solver. It has been a pleasure to 

see his skill grow.” 

 

  Currently, Chadwick is looking for production positions that will give him the 

experience and edge he needs to break into the film industry. After completing his 

associate’s degree, he hopes to go up to either Albuquerque or Santa Fe and find work as 

a camera operator or start his dream job as a DP.  

 

  For other students thinking about attending NMSU Carlsbad to jumpstart their career, 

Chadwick says, “Take it seriously. Just because you pay for the classes doesn’t mean 

you’re entitled to them. I jacked around my first semester and screwed up my GPA. But 

now I’ve buckled down and am doing fine for the most part. If you don’t do your job, you 

won’t get the grade for it.” 


