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  Even at the community college level, students are already thinking about grad work and what 

experiences they can get to benefit them in their field. For three science students at NMSU 

Carlsbad, that prospect lies with the New Mexico AMP Summer Community College 

Opportunity for Research Experience (SCCORE) in Las Cruces. 

 

  Rafael Garcia, Amanda Lara, and Matthew Ybarra were chosen amongst their peers to 

participate in this summer’s SCCORE program at New Mexico State University. The application 

process placed particular emphasis on underrepresented minorities working towards B.S. degrees 

in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, as well as a cumulative GPA of 2.7 or 

better and enrollment in a partner community college or university. 

 

  “The application had us prepare a few essay questions and then get a recommendation,” 

Amanda Lara, who is planning to transfer to New Mexico Tech to study environmental 

engineering, said. “We also got to write down what we want to do our research on, and they’ll 

see if we can do it in our field.” 

 

  SCCORE participants are funded at $1,500 per student for the summer session, which lasts 

from June 3rd to June 28th. They’ll be serving as apprentice researchers on a faculty member’s 

research project, working a minimum of 20-25 hours per week, enrolling in a 1-credit hour 

course, participating in required workshops, and presenting at a mini-symposium at the end of 

their project. On October 4th, all students are required to attend and present their research at the 

larger New Mexico AMP Student Research Conference at NMSU. 

 

  “It’s kind of intimidating,” Matthew Ybarra said. “But there’s a lot of opportunities there and it 

looks good on your résumé.” 

 

  The students had been to last year’s AMP conference as spectators and were able to see what 

this program would have in store for them. 

 

  “We got to see other people’s poster boards and talk to them about their research,” Lara said. 

“And now this fall, that’s what we’re going to be doing.” 

 

  Robyn Hayes, assistant professor of chemistry, has been proud to see her students take on this 

valuable experience and gain some foresight into what their careers might be like. 

 

  “I hope that they have a positive research experience,” she said. “I want them to have a better 

idea of what a science or engineering career could mean to them and help them firm up their 

terms for their career choices for the future.” 

 

  Rafael Garcia, who is also transferring to New Mexico Tech, is looking forward to SCCORE 

preparing him for his career in civil engineering. 

 

  “I really hope we’ll gain some leadership skills and understand the technology that we’ll be 

using,” he said. “The research experience alone will help us get a feel for what our careers will 

be like.” 


