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  On a Wednesday afternoon, Robyn Hayes’s four chemistry students listen attentively as 

she draws molecular formulas on the board and talks about stereoisomers. Stereoisomers, 

she explains, cause your body to release what you don’t eat. Her students carefully ask 

questions to confirm they understand and then jot down their notes. Afterwards, the four 

students make plans to meet at Ihop and fill up on pancakes while they pore over their 

chemistry homework.  

 

  Small classes in the NMSU Carlsbad Science Department are not uncommon. 

According to Bill Weston, who teaches algebra-based physics, enrollment often decreases 

between semesters. Weston believes this is usually because some students only have to 

take one semester of science. 

 

  “I might start with ten, but after the first semester it usually goes down to six,” Weston, 

who worked for the aerospace industry in California for ten years, said.   

 

 Yet for Weston, his smaller evening class has given him a chance to know his students 

and appreciate their diverse backgrounds. Additionally, with smaller classes comes a 

more close knit community of science students who not only go to class together, but also 

interact with each other off campus.  

 

  “My chemistry class and Mr. Weston’s physics class are year long classes, so the 

students have been together for a full year, and sometimes three semesters,” Hayes, who 

has been teaching at NMSU Carlsbad for six years, said. “Everybody knows each other 

really well. We spend at least five hours a week together.” 

 

  For the students, whose career interests range from engineering to pharmacy, smaller 

class sizes work to their advantage because they get more attention from their instructors. 

Angela Houston, a pre-med student, has already received her bachelor’s degree and 

knows firsthand the difference between attending a larger university and a community 

college. 

 

  “I like the science department here. It’s a smaller class, so you’re not just a number,” 

Houston said. “If we have a problem, our instructor can see if we look confused. I also 

really believe that if I got sick and missed class, someone would care.” 

 

  Josh Adair has been taking physics from Bill Weston in order to build up his pre-

requisites for a physician’s assistant program in Dallas/Fort Worth. After getting his 

bachelor’s degree ten years ago and starting a family, the smaller evening classes have 

helped him juggle comprehending the course material and working during the day. 

 



  “Here, Mr. Weston slows it down and makes sure we understand much more than at a 

big university,” Adair said. “It’s a lot better to have individualized attention and grasp the 

concepts more.” 

 

  While the science community on campus is few in number, the department is working 

on expanding the variety of programs it offers. In addition to astronomy, biology, 

chemistry, geology, and physics, NMSU Carlsbad will see engineering classes being 

offered in the near future. 

 

  “The science department is very dynamic and growing under Robyn Hayes’s 

leadership,” Weston said. “That type of growth is good for a school. It brings in more 

people from the community and most positions can be filled by adjuncts.” 

 

  One concern for expanding the engineering program is recruiting students. Typically, 

most engineering students go on to a four-year university. Yet, Hayes has seen a demand 

for it in the community and believes that bringing on their new engineering instructor will 

draw attention to their program. 

 

  “We’re finally able to offer students what they’ve been wanting and haven’t been able 

to get,” Hayes stated. “One of my students is transferring because he hasn’t had the 

opportunity to take the engineering classes he needs.” 

 

  Students, like Chance Brunton, are looking forward to the prospects of engineering 

courses being offered so they can get some classroom experience before going on to 

pursue a bachelor’s degree. 

 

  “It’s exciting that the science department is expanding its engineering course to support 

the degree,” Brunton, whose interests reside in robotics, said. “They’ve hired a Ph.D 

instructor to come out and work with those classes, so they’ll be more of an electrical 

engineering specialty for the associate of science degrees.” 

 

  Meanwhile, the science department faculty does its best in preparing their students and 

letting them know of internship opportunities, research conferences, and other career 

prospects they’ve never heard of in the field. Rafael Garcia, who plans to transfer to New 

Mexico Tech for civil engineering, attended an undergraduate research conference in Las 

Cruces and said the experience enriched his professional outlook. 

 

  “Hopefully this summer I can work on a project for next year’s conference,” Garcia 

said. “I made a lot of friends there and networked.” 

 

 Hayes, who taught at Northern New Mexico College in Española before teaching at 

NMSU Carlsbad, says one of her biggest rewards as an instructor is seeing her students 

be successes. She’s been contacted by former students who get into dental or pharmacy 

school and feels proud to be a part of their achievements. 

 



  “My students will tell you that I invest a lot in discussion with them,” she said. “They 

need to know what the possibilities are out there. When you grow up in a small town, 

sometimes you don’t know what other people do. I talk a lot about internships and 

scholarships.” 

  

  While Hayes’s students go on to Ihop and take advantage of its late night operating 

hours for studying, they are also building lasting professional relationships. Even before 

these students have graduated from NMSU Carlsbad, they already talk about staying in 

touch and visiting each other when they go on to pursue their bachelor’s and graduate 

degrees. The dynamics of their close community might change over the years, but Bill 

Weston hopes they’ll take their problem-solving skills with them and create their own 

individualized education. 

 

  “They won’t always retain the knowledge and they don’t necessarily do all the reading 

they should be doing,” Weston said. “But if they can learn and think outside the box, that 

will be the best thing.” 

 

   

   


