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  For those seeking a career change, NMSU Carlsbad has been a convenient and 

affordable place to equip people with the tools to explore new trades. After receiving his 

GED in 1995 and working as a welder’s helper in Navajo Nation, Shon Eastman decided 

to turn to NMSU Carlsbad to see what else was out there. 

 

“When I first started, I was actually just dabbling in it,” Eastman said. “I was working 

and thought I’d try school again. I wasn’t satisfied with the job that I was doing, so I 

thought I’d take some classes and see what happens.” 

 

 At first unsure of what to study, Eastman researched different jobs on the U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics website (www.bls.gov) and came upon petroleum engineering. 

 

“I was browsing around, and it had a glossary index full of jobs,” Eastman stated. “I went 

through all of them and looked at projected outcomes for the next ten or fifteen years, 

employment rate, projected wage increase, and I went from there.” 

 

  Since enrolling in Fall 2010, Eastman has earned a 3.9 GPA while taking a full credit 

load (15 credits), working two part-time jobs, and being an active member of Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society. His history and government instructor, Kenda Josselet, has seen 

Eastman become a natural leader inside and outside the classroom. 

 

  “As an instructor, I’m particularly proud of Shon’s research skills,” Josselet said. “He 

has consistently submitted some of the most thorough and well written projects that I 

have had the honor to read.” 

 

  While he finds time management to be the most challenging part about attending 

college, he has also found his math courses to be particularly rewarding. After earning 

high grades in math, Eastman looked into becoming a tutor at the TEAM Center 

(Teaching English and Math).  

 

“I do really well in my math courses. I came out of Math 120 with a really high grade,” 

he said. “I saw Nita Nichols, my math instructor, at Albertsons one day, and she told me 

that they needed a tutor in the TEAM Center and that I should do it.” 

 

  Now in his second semester as a math tutor, Eastman says he enjoys helping students in 

developmental math and other higher math courses. After the Spring semester, Eastman 

has only two more courses to achieve his Associate in Science degree before he transfers 

to the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology to work towards his bachelor’s. 

Eastman credits NMSU Carlsbad for shaping his mind and discovering petroleum 

engineering.  

 

“Education can change your point of view, your way of thinking. It’s a challenge, so you 

have to make sure you want to do it for sure.” 

 

 


